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Chennai, August 2, 2023 – Sairam Institutions, a beacon of educational excellence,

embarked on a transformative journey towards fostering innovation and entrepreneurial

spirit with the inauguration of the highly anticipated Sairam SDG INSPIRETHON 1.0. The

event, held on August 2, 2023, at the Sairam Campus in West Tambaram, Chennai, was a

resounding success, drawing enthusiastic participation from final year students of Sri

Sairam Engineering College and Sri Sairam Institute of Technology.

The grand inauguration ceremony was graced by esteemed luminaries who are pioneering

change in the entrepreneurial landscape. Mr. Sivarajah Ramanathan, Mission Director and

CEO of Tamilnadu Startup And Innovation Mission, and Ms. Sridevi Arunachalam, Founder

of Indo-UAE Economic Chamber of Commerce, lent their illustrious presence as the Chief

Guest and Guest of Honour, respectively.

The Sairam SDG INSPIRETHON 1.0 launch is a natural progression following the triumphant

footsteps of Sairam SDG Ideathon 1.0, Sairam SDG Solveathon 1.0, and Sairam SDG

Innovathon 1.0. The event aims to foster innovation and entrepreneurial acumen among
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the young minds of Sairam Institutions, contributing to the advancement of the StartupTN

initiative and placing it firmly on the global map.

The event commenced with a warm welcome address by Dr. C. R. Rene Robin, Dean

Innovation at Sairam Institutions. Dr. Robin eloquently presented the objectives and vision

behind the Inspirethon 1.0 event, setting the stage for the day's proceedings.

A highlight of the event was the unveiling of the INSPIRETHON 1.0 through the release of an

eye-catching poster, a symbolic gesture marking the commencement of this innovative

journey. Further cementing this commitment to innovation was the signing of a

Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between Sairam Institutions and the Indo-UAE

Economic Chamber of Commerce (IIEC), a momentous step towards fostering collaborative

entrepreneurship.

Mr. Sivarajah Ramanathan, in his address to the students, passionately urged them to

embrace the startup culture, envisioning to propel StartupTN into the echelons of the top

20 global startup ecosystems. Ms. Sridevi Arunachalam, drawing from her extensive
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experience, shared invaluable insights into the multifaceted avenues and unwavering

support offered by IIEC to nurture and amplify startups through mentorship, funding

opportunities, and investor engagement.

In a remarkable acknowledgment of the entrepreneurial endeavors, 50 startups affiliated

with Sairam Institutions were commended for their dedication and innovation. These

startups collectively secured a grant of Rs 1.5 crore from prestigious entities such as EDII,

Defence Hackathon, and MSME Idea Hackathon 2.0 during the 2022-23 year. The Chief

Guests, Mr. Sivarajah Ramanathan and Ms. Sridevi Arunachalam, underscored their

contributions by distributing appreciation certificates, motivating them to further fuel the

startup ecosystem.

The event culminated with an impactful Presidential address by Dr. Sai Prakash LeoMuthu,

Chairman & CEO of Sairam Institutions, who reiterated the institution's unwavering

commitment to nurturing innovation and entrepreneurial excellence. The event also

featured enlightening addresses by other distinguished speakers, including Mr. K. Naresh

Raj, Chief Information Officer (CIO) of Sairam Institutions, Mr. Sathish Kumar, Chief

Business Officer (CBO) of Sairam Institutions, Dr. K. Porkumaran, Principal of Sri Sairam

Engineering College, and Dr. K. Palanikumar, Principal of Sri Sairam Institute of Technology.

The inauguration of Sairam SDG INSPIRETHON 1.0 was a resounding testament to Sairam

Institutions' dedication to fostering innovation and entrepreneurship, creating an

ecosystem that empowers and nurtures the entrepreneurial spirit of tomorrow's leaders.
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